
November 2014,

Dear Parent/Guardian:
Each year Wakefield High School selects one sophomore student to attend the weekend-long Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) conference and serve as our HOBY Ambassador.  Your child has been nominated or is self-nominating to apply for this excellent leadership conference!

The North Carolina HOBY Leadership Seminar is a 3-day leadership program for approximately 200 rising high school juniors held each June at North Carolina State University in Raleigh. HOBY Ambassadors have an opportunity to develop their critical thinking skills, learn about their personal leadership styles, and form an appreciation for community service. Students attend panel sessions featuring prominent speakers from our government, businesses, media, and educational communities. HOBY Ambassadors also participate in a community service project within the Triangle area.  As a result of their experiences, the high school Ambassadors return to their schools and communities eager to make a difference and share what they have learned.  Students who attend the local NC seminar will be given the opportunity to attend HOBY’s World Leadership Congress (WLC) in Chicago in July 2015.

HOBY is searching for students who posses one or more of the following leadership characteristics:

1. Sensitivity to the needs of others

2. Charismatic personality (others gravitate to him or her)

3. Courage to speak out for one's beliefs

4. Courage to challenge authority

5. Outstanding oral and/or written communication skills

6. Critical and/or creative thinking

7. Creative problem solving

8. Strong decision-making skills

9. Community service

The HOBY-NC conference will take place June 19-21, 2015 at North Carolina State University.  Applicants may be nominated by a staff member or they may self-nominate.  The student application cover sheet, resume, and essay will be due to Mrs. Campbell in Student Services by Tuesday, November 25 at 7:30am.  The selection committee will review the applications and notify the selected student by December 3, 2014.  One applicant will be selected to attend, and one alternate will also be chosen.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  The HOBY website is: www.hoby.org.  Your child is to be commended for applying to HOBY, a reputable and long standing program!

Sincerely,

Nadia Campbell

Counselor & HOBY contact
Wakefield High School

(919) 562-3627
NCampbell@wcpss.net
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Conference 2015
Application Cover Sheet

(For Current Sophomores Only)
Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Home Address:________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________________________________________________

Email Address (if applicable): _____________________________________________________

Students who wish to apply must submit the following items:

1. This cover sheet, completed.
2. Resume (typed; should include weighted GPA, extracurricular activities and/or community service activities, etc.).  Refer to Sophomore Planning guide if needed (available in student services and on student services webpage.
3. One page essay in response to one of the two prompts below.   Answer the question in an essay format and limit the essay to one typed page with 12-point, Times New Roman font, labeled with student’s full name.
Essay Prompts (choose one and limit essay to one page):
 “Describe how you are a leader in you school and community and in what ways it is rewarding and/or challenging.”

OR
“Describe how someone whom you admire has inspired you to become a leader in your school or community.  Discuss the characteristics you see as important in serving as a role model or leader.”

Applicants must agree to the following terms in order to apply to attend the HOBY conference: 
 “If I am accepted and agree to attend the conference, I agree to pay the conference fee of $150 by December 5, 2014.  If you need financial assistance, please indicate that below.  I understand that, if selected to attend HOBY, I must attend the assigned seminar for the entire weekend, including overnight.”
Student Signature:_______________________________________________  Date: ___________

Parent Signature:________________________________________________  Date: ___________

Financial Assistance Needed (please circle one):
Yes

No

**Please return this application cover sheet, resume, and essay to Mrs. Campbell in Student Services no later than Tuesday, November 25, 2014 at 7:30am.   Late applications will not be accepted.  The selection committee will review applications and choose one student to attend and one alternate.  Students will be judged primarily on their essay response, but resume activities will also be taken into consideration. 

Application Deadline:  Tuesday, November 25 by 7:30am.

Winner Notified: by Wednesday, December 3rd
HOBY conference dates: June 19 (begins 9am) - June 21, 2014 (ends 3pm)
Location: North Carolina State University

For more information go to: www.hoby.org.  Congratulations and good luck!
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